PLAY LIKE AN CReATE YOUR OWN GAME TO SPLASH
ANIMALI  Rac, TWRL AND CHASE LIKE A CRITTER
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Are your kids fidgeting or needing to get away from their screens? Invite them to “play like an animal.”
We have taken the animals, action words, and STEM facts from the picture book PLAY LIKE AN
ANIMAL: WHY CRITTERS SPLASH, TWIRL, AND CHASE by Maria Gianferrari and illustrated by Mia
Powell (Millbrook Press) to create game cards for creative play.

Why play? To say healthy, doctors say, “Play every day!” Why? Because it’s fun! And scientists
says free play stimulates brain growth. That’s just a fancy way of saying playing makes you
smarter and more ready to face the world. Make time for play every day! —Maria Gianferrari

ASSEMBLE THE CARDS

Cut on the dotted line and fold on the solid line. Spread glue on the folded interior to seal the card.

MAKE YOUR OWN RULES

Animals that live in groups, like elephants, dolphins, wolves, gorillas, and others, play to discover the
rules of living together. In honor of their time-tested traditions, we are not offering up any rules to this
game. Build the rules together!

CREATE PLAY ENVIRONMENTS

Invite kids to build their own play environments. Use the cards to create obstacle courses with a card
at each location. How about a pile of blankets for the peccaries or the rhinos to wallow in? Is there a
branch or bar, that your pretend monkey can dangle from? Break out the scooter or skateboard for
sledding ravens. Pull out the gymnastic moves for the dolphins, otters, and rats. Find a rope for the
wolves to play tug of war with and then turn it into a jumprope for the capering ungulates. Play tag
with the gorillas and capture the flag with the keas. Play with your animal imaginations fully engaged!
Share your ideas with the author on Instagram (@pennyandjelly ) with #PlayLikeAnAnimal.

PLAY WTH STEM

Add an animal fact into your play or play into your STEM study. Have your kids research the play
habitats of their favorite animals or encourage them to find video evidence of animals featured in this
game playing. We have included a card blank for your to expand the game!
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